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PROTEST. 


DIE VENERIS, MAY 8, 1796. 


ILA E Order of the Day being read for the 
Lords to be ſuminoned— 


Mover, That an humble Addreſs be pre- 
ſented to His Majeſty, that he will be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to direct, that there be laid 
before this Houſe, ſuch part of the Correſ- 
pondence between His Majeſty's Miniſters, 
and Earl Fitzwilliam, late Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland, as relates to the motives and 
grounds of his recal from the Government 
of the faid Kingdom, during a Seſſions of 
Parliament, in which the two Houſes of Par- 
liament had voted their confidence in him, 


and 


— i — - 


RESOLVED in the Negative. 


and the approbation of his conduct, and, 


with a munificence unexampled, had grant- 
ed _— for the general exigencies of the 


| Which being objected to; after a long 
debate, the queſtion was put thereupon— 
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DissENTIENT. 


1. Becauſe the removal, in the midſt of a 
Scifion| of Parliament, of ſuch. an Officer of 
the Crown, as a Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
the immediate and ſole repreſentative of Ma- 
jeſty in that Kingdom, under the circumſtan- 
ces, is fingular, perhaps unprecedented. The 
effects of that bold and unuſual meaſure, 
eſpecially in the preſent critical ſtate of af- 
fairs, cannot be indifferent. It is a fact noto- 


rious, 


. 
rious, and not contradicted, that the Houſe 
of Lords and the Houſe of Commons, in that 


EKingdom, did, at the moment of his recal, 


directly and explicitly, in a ſolemn vote and 
reſolution of each Houſe, declare their confi- 
dence in the Lord Lieutenant. It is a fact 
equally notorious, and equally uncontradicted, 


that theſe votes of confidence from both 
Houſes of the Iriſh Parliament, were in perfect 
conformity to the opinion and wiſhes of all 


deſcriptions of che people of that nation. 


2. Becauſe a ſtrong charge of malverſaſion 
in office, ſupported by clear proof or ſtrong 
preſumption, ought to be produced to weigh 
againſt thoſe ſolemn teſtimonies of a Parlia- 


ment, and thoſe declared opinions of a people, 
and to juſtify a proceeding, the inevitable 


tendency of which is to produce diſſatisfac 
tion and diſcord amongſt His Majeſty's ſub- 


jects in that Kingdom. That the proceeding 


itſelf is within the prerogative, there is no 
doubt; but there is no doubt alſo, that 
this Houſe is competent to an enquiry into 


all advice given to the Crown with regard 


to the uſe of that prerogative ; and that it is 
its 
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its duty to make ſuch enquiry in any event 


by which His Majeſty's honour or intereſt, or 
the tranquility, concord, and union of His em- 
pire, and its common effort againſt its com- 


mon enemy, may be effected. 


3. Becauſe, as the Peers are bound for 
their own honour to examine with a more 
ſtrict ſcrutiny into the conduct, and to ani- 
madvert with greater ſeverity on the miſ- 
demeanors of thoſe of their own body, ſo 
they owe a peculiar protection to ſuch Peers, 
as, on enquiry, they ſhall find, in the exer- 


ciſe of the high prerogatives of the Crown, 


to have demeaned themſelves uncorruptly, to 
the ſatisfaction of the people, with a diligent 
attention to the functions of their charge, and 
with duty, zeal, and fidelity to their * 
reign. 


4. Becauſe Earl Fitzwilliam, the Lord 


Lieutenant, removed in ſo unprecedented a 


manner, did voluntarily ſolicit in this Houſe, 
the production of all ſuch documents, as 
might furniſh matter for a full and impartial 
enquiry into his conduct; that as the caſe 

might 


— T —:—• “!!“hqfNyj 


(791 
night appear, he might ſubjet himſelf to 5 


animadverſion, or entitle himſelf to the pro- 
tection of this Houſe. No valid reaſons for 
ſecrecy have been alledged. Delinquency is 
no proper object of ſecrecy, on the one ſide 
or the other: nor can any depending meaſure 
of Government be affected by a diſcloſure of 
that delinquency. The act is executed. If 

theſe vague general allegations of ſecrecy 
may be urged, to prevent enquiry, Peers may 
be affected with ſuſpicions utterly ruinous to 
their reputation with regard to the matters of 


higgheſt truſt, without any 3 l clear- 
ing themſelves. | 


5. Becauſe it appeared in the courſe of the 
debate, without any attempt to contradi& it, 
that the Earl aforeſaid did actively and effectu- 
ally promote the ſervice of the Crown, and the 
public intereſt in Ireland, by encouraging 
through all fitting means, and diſcouraging 
by none, the zeal and affection to his Majeſty 
of his parliament of Ireland; by obtaining 
without delay, and with great. unanimity, a 
vote of more than forty thouſand men; by 
which the internal force of that Kingdom was 


more 
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more than doubled; and by obtaining alſo a 
vote of two hundred thouſand pounds for the 
better manning the navy of Great Britain— 


the firſt vote of the kind in the preſent war, 


and double to the ſole example of the ſup- 
ply of the ſame kind, voted in the Iriſh Par- 
liament in the year 1782, as an acknowledg- 
ment of the vaſt and important conceſſions 
in legiſlation, commerce and judicature, hen 
made by the Parliament'of Great Britain; both 
thoſe ſupplies to the ſervice of Great Britain 
were moved by Mr. Grattan, confidence in 
whom, has been imputed as blame to Earl 
Fitzwilliam; though in the debate nothing 
was alleged to ſhew that this diſtinguiſhed per- 
ſon, called to his confidence and councils, had 


ever, during Lord Fitzwilliam's Government, 


made any other uſe of the eſtimation in which 
he is held in his country, than to perform 
this, and other ſimilar ſervices to his Majeſty's 
Government; and to reconcile the minds of his 
fellow- ſubjects of that Kingdom, to bear 
the burthens brought on by theſe ſervices 
with chearfulneſs, and to co-operate with ala- 


crity and unanimity, in every means of giving 


them their full effect. 5 
6. Becauſe . 


($5 

6. Becauſe it does not appear that the Earl 
in queſtion, during his adminiſtration in Ire- 
land, did in any degree, or in any manner, 
ſubvert, impair, or weaken any one of the 
legal prerogatives of the Crown, or abuſe 
them to the prejudice of the ſubject, in any 
inſtance whatſoever. That in the arrangements 
propoſed with regard to office, either in re- 
movals or appointments, it does not appear that 
the efficacy of his Majeſty's Government, or 
the popularity of his Majeſty's meaſures, were 
at all impaired; or the unanimity and harmo- 
ny of the nation diſturbed; or the confidence 
in his Majeſty's Government, as adminiſtered 
by him, in any degree whatſoever, leſſened. 
To the great objects of Government, all offi- 
cial arrangements ought to be ſubſervient; and 
by their effects on thoſe objects it is to be 
determined whether the diſcretionary powers 
with regard to official arrangements neceſſa- 
rily inveſted in his Majeſty's Miniſters, have 
been in any inſtance properly or ee 
employed. f 


7. | Becauſe the unanimity and zeal in his 
TRY S ſervice, which appeared throughout 
B that 
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that Kingdom, was owing to the hope held out 


that ſuch arrangements as the late Lord Lieu- 


tenant propoſed, would take place, namely, 
that ſuch as tended to demonſtrate that thoſe 


in whom the nation repoſed much confidence, 


had obtained the confidence of his Majeſty's 
Chief Governor, and that thoſe who had the 


misfortune. not to obtain the public confi- 


dence, or at leaſt not to obtain it in the ſame 
degree, were not to be predominant in the 
efficient offices in the Kingdom. | 


Ls 


8. That i did appear in the debate, that 
incapable or obnoxious men, or men of no 
lead or importance in their country, and there- 
fore unqualified for rendering effectual ſervice 


to his Majeſty, were the objects of choice in 
thoſe arrangements. 


9. Becauſe it did not appear in the debate, 
that any harſh or vindictive ſpirit was mani- 
feſted in any propoſed removals: as the moſt 


| large and liberal conſideration was obſerved to 


the dignity, the feelings, and the intereſts of 
the parties concerned. 


10. Becauſe it did not appear in the debate, 
that 
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that this 8 was conſidered in the. light 

of a corrupt and prodigal bargain 3 : bye. t that 
the people at large, regarded it in a contrary 
light : It appears, that the eſtimation of that 
Government was rather increaſed than impaired 


by the whole of thoſe intended meaſures: and 


it is aſſerted and ſupported by abundant proof, 


that the defeat of thoſe arrangements, with all 


their conſequences, has excited a conſiderable 


diſcontent amongſt the people of Ireland. 


11. Becauſe the perſons who, on account of 
their general eſtimation in their country, were 
taken into the confidence of the late Lord 
Lieutenant, had, previouſly to his Government, 


given the moſt ſtriking and unequivocal proofs 
of their attachment to Great Britain, of their 


power of ſubduing all their own private feel- 
ings; and of ſacrificing to his Majeſty's ſervice 
no ſmall part even of their known animoſities 
upon public differences, by ſupporting, out of 
office and out of confidence with the then 
Rulers, the cauſe of Britiſh Government in 


a very marked and diſtinguiſhed manner, 


12. Becauſe it appeared in the debate, that 
| one 
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one of the matters of diſcuſſion between his 


Majeſty's confidential ſervants in England and 


the ſaid Lord Lieutenant, had ariſen on occa- 
fion of a Bill intended to be introduced into the 
Parliament of Ireland by Mr. Grattan, For the 
& further Relief of his Majeſty's Catholic Subjects in 
& that Kingdom.” Of ſubjects to be agitated in 
the Parliament of that Kingdom, this Houſe 
can take no cognizance; but they may take 
cognizance of the conduct of a Britiſh Peer, 


Member of this Houſe and repreſenting his 


Majeſty, for his conduct in his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice, in any part of his dominions. If the late 
Lord Lieutenant gave countenance fo any mea- 
ſure repugnant to that ſervice, and in defiance 


to that authority, and poſitive inſtructions 
given by his Majeſty's Miniſters here, it forms 
2 matter of Conſtitutional diſcuſſion in this 


Houſe.— Upon that point Earl Fitzwilliam has 


alleged, that he is ready to put himſelf upon 


the judgement of this Houſe; for he contends, 


that the Motion for leave to bring in ſuch a 


Bill (which he admits to have been made at 
his expreſs defire) did not afford cauſe of 


alarm or apprehenſion in any manner whatever, 
He contends, that the principle of ſuch a Bill 


was 


1 

was highly conformable to other former pro- 
ceedings known to be countenanced by his Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters, nor does it appear by any 
thing alleged in the debate, that the counte- 
nance underſtood to be given by the late Lord 
Lieutenant for a further relief, could be a juſt 
ground for his removal; when a recommenda- 
tion from the Throne itſelf, by his predeceſſor. 
the Earl of Weſtmoreland, in the year 1793, 
for advantages of infinitely greater extent, that 
is to ſay, a general capacity for all offices and 
franchiſes (about thirty offices, and ſeats in 


Parliament only excepted) has been made 
matter of merit, 


13. Becauſe it appears from ſeveral years paſt 
to have been the policy of his Majeſty's Britiſh 
Councils with regard to Ireland, and of the 
Parliament of that Kingdom, to remove the 
ſeveral civil reſtraints which had been made in 
_ conſequence of religious differences; for all 
offices had been opened to Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
without any limitation whatever, by the re- 
peal of the Teſt in that Kingdom, in the year 
1779, 19th and 20th of his Majeſty, chap. vi. 
From thoſe Diſſenters ng Teſt whatever was 
exacted, 


| „ 

exacted, in lieu of that from which they were 
exonerated. But for the Catholics, by an Act 
of the 13th or 14th of his preſent Majeſty, 

chap. xxxiv. a Teſt Oath was propoſed, for aſ- 
certaining the allegiance and fidelity of Catho- 

lics, as ſuch. About four years after, that is, 
in the year 1777-8, 17th and 18th of George 

III. chap. xlix. in conſequence of this oath, a 
ſtrong Legiſlative Declaration was made, in 
which the principle, which had been gradually 
followed up by ſubſequent Acts, is ſtrongly 
and. decidedly affirmed; for the preamble of 
that Act, after ſtating certain penalties and in- 
capacities under which the Catholics did then 
labour, thus proceeds: * Whereas, from their 
uniform peaceable behaviour for a long ſerious 
of years, it appears reaſonable and expedient 
to relax the ſame; and it muſt tend, not only 
to the cultivation and improvement of this 
Kingdom, but to the prosperity and Strength of 
ALL his Majeſty's dominions, that his ſubjects of 
ALL denominations, ſhould enjoy he benefits of our 
free Conſlitution, and ſhould be bound to each other 
by mutual intereſt and mutual affeftion.” Soon 
after, that is, on the 21ſt and 22d of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty, chap. xxiv. it was again de- 

clared, 


E 


clared, that Catholics, on taking the Teſt Oath 


aforeſaid, “ ought to be conſidered as good 
and loyal ſubjects to his Majeſty, his Crown, 


and Government; and that the continuance 


of the laws formerly enacted, and then in 
force, againſt perſons of the Popiſh Religion, 
are therefore unneceſſary, in reſpect to thoſe 
who have taken or ſhall take the ſaid oath, and 
is injurious to the real welfare and proſperity 
of the Kingdom of Ireland.” Nothing can be 
more clearly laid down than the principle 
upon which the ſeveral acts of relief from the 
firſt year of relaxation, virtually beginning ſo 
early as the year 1773, twenty years before 
the paſſing the large Capaciating Act of the 


year 1793, was grounded, namely, the recog- 


nized allegiance, and reciprocal right to pro- 
tection, held out upon taking this and other 
Teſt Oaths. It was plain that the policy of 
the Legiſlature was, to affirm the principal as 
largely as poſſible, and to make the capacities 
follow (as they have practically followed) gra- 


dually, according as favourable occafions ſhould 
offer. Theſe Acts have always been under- 


| food to have emanated originally from his 


Majeſty's gracious diſpoſition, and to have pro- 
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ceeded to the Government of Ireland, through 
the Britiſh Cabinet. If theſe Teſts could not be 


deemed a ſecurity in the reſerved caſes, it is 


impoſſible to aſſign a reaſon why they were 
deemed a ſecurity in the hundreds of others, 
to which a capacity was opened by the Act of 


1793. The incapacitating reſerves, in the Act 


of 1793, like thoſe of the former Acts, pro- 
ceeding (though more ſlowly) upon the ſame 
declared policy, evidently were not made upon 
their own declared principle. They were made 
in the regular progreſs of a ſyſtem of enlarge- 


ment, in order to compromiſe with the ſpirit 


of monopoly. But, it is aſſerted by Earl 
Fitzwilliam, and nothing without enquiry can 
effectually contradict the aſſertion, that, whilſt 
in reality the reſtrictions gave ſatisfaction to 
none, they cauſed diſcontent in many.— The 
Proteſtants regarded theſe exceptions with to- 
tal indifference. —The Catholics looked on 
them as ſigns of ſuſpicion and degradation : 
they confidered them as marks (contrary to 


the declared policy of the Acts contrived to 


be ſet upon them by their enemies, to diſtin« 
guiſh them as bad ſubjects and bad citizens. 
The proceedings of their enemies leave in 

their 
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their minds no doubt, that theſe tokens of re- 
probation are kept as pretexts for affronts, 
contumelies, and injuries of all Kinds; and for 
practically depriving them of moſt of the be- 
nefits of thoſe capacities which the aw ſeemed 
to hold out to them, 


14 Becauſe it is alleged, that a Bill for fur- 
ther relief was publicly known, as likely to 
be in agitation before the departure of the 
Lord Lieutenant from England ; that he had 
no inſtruction whatever directly to oppoſe it, 
though an opinion was expreſſed that it had 
better be delayed for a time of greater tran- 
quility; but the expediency of giving ſup- 
port to it was a matter left to his diſcretion, 
as, in the nature of things, it neceſſarily would 
be, on any ſubje&, the principle of which was 
admitted, the fitneſs of the time being the only 
point of doubt, and which could only be de- 
cided by exiſting circumſtances. — 


15 Becauſe it is offered in proof, that the 
late Lord Lieutenant was diligent in the ſearch, 
and prompt in the communication to Mini- 
ſters of every information on the ſubject. 


That he ſoon found, that all hopes of put- 
„ C ting 
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ting off the queſtion was impracticablethat 


he had reaſon to think the preſent time, for 
carrying the principles of the AQts of 1792 


and 1793 to their full object, to be, of all others 
moſt favourable—that he found the relief to be 
ardently deſired by the Catholics; to be aſked 
for by very many Proteſtants, and to be cheer- 
fully acquieſced in by almoſt all—that this cir- 
cumſtance removed the difficulties, on which 


the poſtponing the queſtion could alone be 


defired—that he found the delays had created 
much ſuſpicion and uneaſineſs amongſt the Ca- 
tholic Petitioners, who were numerous almoſt 
beyond all example—that he found a Bill on 
thoſe Petitions would infallibly and ſpeedily be 
brought into Parliament, and that many Mem- 


bers were defirous to introduce it; and, if 


this were the caſe, the meaſure might come 


into hands with which neither he nor the King's 
Miniſters had any connection, which would 


leave with Government only the diſagreeable 
part of altering or of modifying, if any alter- 


ation or modification had been thought neceſ- 


ſary by the Britiſh Government, depriving his 
Majeſty thereby of the whole grace and effect 


of what was done: That in this unpleaſant 
fituation he ſent for Mr Grattan, and deſired 


him, 


( 19 ) 
him, as a perſon in his confidence, and who 
would act on the occafion according to what 
he and the Miniſters, in their prudence, might 
ſuggeſt. That Mr. Grattan did conſent, and 
did, at his defire, move for leave to bring in a 
Bill for the further relief of the Roman Ca- 
tholics. That the motion for leave was received 
with little diſcuſſion, and without any divifion. 
That #0 bill on the ſubject was in fact brought in— 
and that miniſtry were informed, that none 
would be brought in without their knowledge: 
nor until of late, and after Lord Fitzwilliam's 
departure, was ſuch a thing attempted. That 
the then Lord Lieutenant communicated large- 
ly all his ideas on the ſubject. That whilſt 
the propoſed bill was not yet introduced into 
the Houſe of Commons, and whilſt he was 
obeying their inſtructions, with regard to in- 
formations and epinions, he was ſuddenly re- 
moved, with the ſtrongeſt marks of diſpleaſure 
and diſgrace, That on this ſtate of things, no 
| ſufficient reaſon appears to exiſt, in this mea- 
ſure, any more than in the buſineſs of arrange- 
ments, for the unuſual and alarming ſtep of 
diſgracing a Lord Lieutenant in the middle of 
a Seſſion of Parliament, in which the buſineſs 
of his Majeſty, and of the whole Empire (as 
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far as that kingdom could operate in it) was 
carried on with unuſual unanimity and ſucceſs, 
and with a very great concurrence without 
doors of all orders and deſcriptions of men. 
It is a ſtep for which, on the debate, nothing 
was ſaid to make it appear juſtifiable, and to 
render an enquiry concerning it unneceſſary. 


And the faid Farl Fitzwilliam, moreover 


proteſting for himſelf, and on his own part, de- 


clares, that this houſe refufing ſuch neceſſary 
inveſtigations, he doth conceive and feel him- 
ſelf injured and oppreſſed, as a Britiſh ſubject, 
as a Peer of Great Britain, and as a perſon who 
has exerciſed an high and very reſponſible truſt 


under his Majeſty, That he is not content 


merely to prove his innocence—that he was, 
and 1s ready to make it appear to the Houſe, 
and to his country, that in that truſt he has 
acted faithfully, zealouſly, affectionately, du- 
tifully, and diligently towards his Sovereign 
— that he has acted with attention and practi- 
cability towards his colleagues in office 


that he has acted with an enlightened regard 


to the true intereſts of the nation, which, 
under his Majeſty's authority, he was appoint- 
ed to govern. That he ſtands upon the merit 
of his meaſures, and the prudence of his 


arrangements: 


„ 
arrangements: that by them confidence was 
recovered to Government. That he ſtands, 
for the juſtice and the policy of removing 
the few, feeble, miſerable, inefficacious, but 
invidious reſtrictions, that remain on the Ca- 
tholics of Ireland, as wholly uſeleſs for any 
good purpoſe, but powerful in cauſing diſcon- 
tent, both with regard to Government and to 
Parliament; as furniſhing handles of oppreſ- 


ſion to the malevolent, and as ſupplying pre- 


texts for diſorders to the turbulent and ſediti- 
ous. That he ſhould have ſhewn a degree 
of incapacity, wholly to unfit him for his ardu- 
ous truſt, if he had acted on an idea, that the 
politics of this time, or that the preſent, or 
probable future intereſts of ſtates, do at all 
depend upon queſtions, whether of doctrine or 
diſcipline, either as agitated between Catholics 
and Proteſtants, or as agitated by Proteſtants 
amongſt their ſeveral ſubdiviſions. The Church 
and State have enemies very different, and 
infinitely more formidable, than any which 
have their origin in any religious parties. He 
has for ſome time been perſuaded, but moſt 
clearly ſo ſince he went to Ireland, that by 
good management the dangerous principles 
and tempers of the times, which have another 
| — 4 
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| and more recent origin, may be kept from ta- 
king root either in the Church of Ireland, 
there happily eſtabliſhed ; or ia the Preſby- 
terian Church, in communion with that of 
Scotland; or in the Church of the old natives 
of Ireland, communicating with that of Rome; 
or in any other religious ſect whatever; but 
that through intemperate, vexatious, corrupt, 
or oppreſſive conduct, every one of theſe de- 
ſcriptions may be infected with this evil, in 
greater or leſſer degree of extent and malignity, 
according to the degree of oppreſſion or indiſ- 
cretion, with which they are ſeverally treated. 
He was, and is convinced, that the beſt mode 
of reſiſting this reigning danger, either from 
within or from without, is not to be found in a 
plan for reviving, by art and influence, preju- 
dices and heart-burnings expired, or ready 
to expire, or of ſowing the ſeeds of eternal 
_ diſcord and diviſion between the people. Du- 
ring his Government he had nothing to com- 
plain of the diſpoſitions of any religious de- 
ſcription as ſuch; and his principles of govern- 
ment led him to cultivate the union which 
he plainly ſaw of itſelf commencing between 
them. It was his conſtant endeavour, by every 
means, to combine the minds of every fort of 
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men, Churchmen, Preſbyterians, and Catho- 
lics, of every the leaſt proportion of education, 
talent, influence, or property, in affection to 
their common Sovereign; to combine them 
in one bond of common intereſt, and in one 
common effort againſt our common enemies, 
the known enemies of all religion, all law, 
all order, and all property. He has had 
the happineſs of ſeeing all this com- 
pletely accompliſhed. An unexampled con- 
cord amongſt the people; an unexampled 
zeal for the ſupport of the Crown had taken 
place : but he is not reſponſible for the ef- 
fects of a ſyſtem, which proceeds in a con- 
trary direction to that which he purſued ; he 
is not reſponſible for the effects of a ſyſtem 
which ſupports men in whom the public has 
little confidence, and contumeliouſly rejects the 
ſervice of thoſe who have obtained the good 
opinion of their country—a ſyſtem which en- 
deavours to ſupply a comparative defe& of 
ability, by an unmeaſured increaſe of influ- 
ence—a ſyſtem which rejects the opinion 
and information of perſons in high and re- 
ſponſible ſituations, and liſtens to the intereſt- 
ed repreſentations of ſubordinate office a 
ſyſtem, which inverting the whole order of 


things, 
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things, introduces anarchy .into the very ſeat 
of government, by publicly and avowedly 
ſupporting the inſtruments againſt the agent— 
a ſyſtem, which finding the body of the peo- 


ple diſpoſed to look to the Crown as their 


ſecurity againſt oppreſſion from domeſtic fac- 
tions, employs all its influence, power, and 


authority to ſupport thoſe very factions againſt 


the people who fly for refuge to the Crown. 
For the oppoſite ſyſtem, he has ſuffered the un- 


paralelled mark of diſpleaſure which has 


been ſhewn to him. He 1s willing to ſuffer 
more, rather than abandon it. He will re- 
member, with a warm and laſting gratitude, 
and a cordial attachment, the weighty per- 


ſons in Parliament, and all the reſpeQable 


bodies and individuals by whom he was ge- 


neroufſly encouraged, and honorably ſupported 


in a different plan of government, from that 
which derives its ſupport from the corruption 
of one part of the people, and the depreſſion 


of the other. 


PoxnsonBY, FitzwILLIAM. 


FINIS. 


